
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



86 



Report of the African Institution. 



[Feb. 



perhaps: and he way not know 
1 atti much more his servant thaij 
those who would flatter him in 
their verses. I have more esteem 
for hira, and will stay till he is 
out of power, (according to my cus- 
toni) before 1 say wh:»l I think of 
Lim. It puts me in miiul of what 
was said to him once before by a 
poet. " In power your servant — 
out of power your friend," which 
a critic, who knew that poet's 
mind, said, should be altered thus, 
"In power your friend — but out of 
power, youT servant," Such most 
poets are, but if Sir R. ever finds 
me the first low character, let him 
expect me to become the second. 
In the mean time I hope he will 
believe me his, in the same sin- 
cere, disinterested manner that I 
am. Dear Sir, Your's 

A. Pope. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

AFRICAN INSTITUTION. 

T^HE Fifih Report of the Direc- 
■*• tors of the African Insiiiution, 
is almost wholly occupied with a de- 
tail of the measures of the Directors, 
for carrying into ottect the Act of 
Parliament against the Slave-trade. 
•' The civilization and improvement 
of Africa are indeed the great ends 
which the African Institution pro- 
posed to pursue. Uut what ralional 
expectation can be formed of any 
material progress in the attainii.ent 
of those ends, while the Slave-traile 
continues to flourish ? This traffic 
stands opposed to all improvement. 
The passions which it excites and 
nourishes, and the acts of fraud, 
rapine, and blood, to which alone 
it owes its success, have a direct 
tendency to brutalise the human 
character, and to obstruct every 
peaceful and beneficial pursuit. Any 
advauce in civilization is hopeless. 



where neither property nor person 
is-secure for a moment." 

The coast of Africa, it appears, 
has swarmed, during the last year, 
with slave-ships ; chiefly under P( r- 
tuguese and Spanish colours, but 
concealing British and American 
property. Within that time, about 
twenty of them have been con- 
demned in the Vice- Admiralty Court 
at Sierra Leone. — In order more et- 
fectnally to repress the clandestine 
and fraudulent traffic in slaves, the 
Directors caused a bill to be brought 
into Parliament, declaring it a crime, 
and afiixing to the crime a suitable 
puniahmeni. The bill was founded 
upon, and conformable to the fol- 
lowing resolutions of the Directors, 
viz. — " Resolved, That it would be 
propeT to propose to Parliament, to 
make any direct act of dealing in 
slaves a.clergiable felony, and pu» 
nishable as such with transporiation, 
not exceeding fourteen years, or im- 
prisonment and hard labour, at the 
discretion of the judge, for not less 
than three years, nor exceeding 
seven years — That this punishment 
shall be considered to attach upon 
any owner, part-owner, factor or 
agent, freigluer or shipper, captain, 
mate, su[.ercargo, or surgeon. Know- 
ingly and wilfully employed in 
fitting out, or navigating for the pur- 
pose of the slave trade, any «hip or 
vessel, or craft or boat, w'hether 
Hritish or foreign, although no ac- 
tual dealing in slaves shall have ta- 
ken place ; also to all persons resi- 
ding in any IJritish fort, settlement, 
or factory, or within the jurisdic 
tion of the British laws, and to ail 
British subjects vihertsoever residing 
or being, who .sh^ll kidnap, carry 
off, or procure, whether by fraud, 
violence, or pnichabe, or who shall 
forcibly confine any person for the 
purpose of selling or employing tlie 
same as a slave, contrary to tne provi- 
sion of the Acts of Parliaxneut, already 



1812.] Report of the African Institution. 



87 



passed for abolishing the Slave-trade. 
Tliatall persons ktmwingly and wilful- 
ly aiding or abetting ill any such trans- 
action, as petiy-officer or seaman 
on board any ship so employed as 
srlbresaid ; or otherwise knowingly 
and wilfully assisting or promoting 
aT»y such transaction ;— and all 
persons kuowin-^ly and wilfully in- 
suring, or causing to be insured, 
any slaves or slave-ships, or any 
ships or poods to be employed in 
the Slave-trade ; or knowingly and 
wilfully lending or advancing money, 
for any such purpose, by bottomry, 
respondentia, or otherwise, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and not as accessaries to the felony, 
and shall be punished with fine and 
imprisonment." 

The Act framed upon these Re- 
eniutions, passed thro'ugh the two 
Houses, without a divisioil, and re- 
ceived the Koyal assent, we believe. 
May l-f, 1811. The Directors, an- 
ticipating, such a resuk, thus express 
themselves in the Report: — "And 
here the Directors would pause for 
one moment, to express the exulta- 
tion which they feel in contempla- 
ting the revolution that has been 
produced in the public sentiment re- 
specting this great question. The 
nature and magnitude of tlie change 
can be duly estimated by those Only 
who had an opportunity of obser- 
ying the diiiiculiies with which the 
leaders in the cause of alioiition had 
to contend, at the cuiiirnencement 
and in the progress of their under- 
taking; and vv ho have now the sa- 
ti«factiiin of seeing them supported 
with unexampled unanimity in Far- 
lianient, as well as of ttearing the 
Slave trade almost universally re- 
probated, and the efforts which have 
been made to eliect its abolition as 
universally extolled. The members 
of the institution may well feel en- 
couraged, by such an example not 
ki relax their titi^rts, but to perse- 



vere actively ami unremittingly in 
the cause in which they have em- 
barked. An extensive field lies be- 
fore them ; and benefits of the most 
momentous kind to Africa, and to 
the world, can hardly fail to crowa 
their persevering exertions." 

The directors next proceed ton state 
what has been done with a view 
to the restri<"tioa or entire preventioa 
of the foreign Slave-trade. — "At the 
time when the society last met, great 
doubts were entertained, whether 
slave-ships trading under American 
colours, cuuld be subjected to couo 
demnatioii in our prize courts: and 
the prevailing opinion then was, 
that some express stipulation ba- 
tween the two governioents, were 
previously necessary. The que.4tiun> 
however, has since been happily de- 
cided in the aflTirroative. — In th« 
month of July last, in the case of 
the Araedie, an American slave-ship, 
captured by a British ship of viir, 
a case on which six others depended^ 
was brought before the privy council) 
the supreme court of matters of prize 
in this Country, by appeal from the 
Vice-Admiraliiy court of Tortola, in 
which the vesselor cargo had beencoa< 
detuned to the captors. The judgment 
of the court was pronounced by Sic 
VV. Grant, master of the Rolls, in the 
following terras, viz. — I iiis'^ip muiit 
be considered as bein^j employed at 
the time of capture in carrying .slave.* 
from the coast of Africa to a Spanish 
coloiiy We think that tliis was 
evidently the original plan and p«f- 
piise of the voyage, iiotvvitlistandiRg 
the pretence set up to veil the triw 
ititenti(>n. The claimant, however, 
who is an Aincrican, cou>plainsofthe 
capture, and demai^ds from us tl.Ci 
restitution of property, of which he 
alleges he has been unjustly dispose 
sessed. In all the former cases »f 
this kind, which have come before 
this court, tlie slave-trade was lia- 
ble to cuusideratiuui irery diiiet-eiat 
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from those which belong, to it. now. 
It had at that time been prohibited 
(as far as respected carrying sl.ives 
to the colonies of foreign nations) by 
America, but by our own luws it was 
still allowed. It appeared to us 
therefore, difficult to consider the 
prohibitory law of America in any 
other light than as one of those mu- 
nicipal regulations of a foreign state, 
of which this court could not take 
any cognizance. But by the alter- 
ation which has since taken place, 
the question stands on dillerent 
grounds, and is open to .the appli- 
cation of very different principles. 
The slave-trade has since been to- 
htfly abolished by this country, and 
Our legislature has pronounced it to 
be contrary to the principles of jus- 
tice Hnd humanity. Whatever we 
tnight think as individuals before, 
we could not, sitting as judges in a 
British court of justice regard the 
trade in that light, while our own 
Jaws permitted it. But we can now 
assert that this trade cannot, ab- 
stractedly speaking, have legitimate 
existence.. When I say abstracted- 
ly speaking, 1 mean that this coun- 
try has DO right to controul any 
foreign legislature that may think fit 
to dissent from this doctrine, and to 
permit to its own subjects the pro- 
secution of this trade ; but we have 
now a right to afliim that prima 
facie the trade is illegal, and thus to 
throw on claimants the burden of 
proof that, in respect of ihem, by the 
authority of their own laws, it is o- 
therwise. As the case now stands, 
we think we are Entitled to say, that 
A claimant can have no rigtit, upon 
the principal of universal law, to 
claim the restitution in a Prize Court, 
of human beings carried as his slaves. 
He must shew, some right that has 
been violated :by the capture, some 
property of which be has been dis- 
possessed, and to which he ought to 
he restored. In this case, the laws 



of the claimant's country allow bf no 
right of property such as he claims. 
There can, therefore, be no right to 
restitution. The consequence is 
that the judgment must be affirmed." 

It is satisfactory to us to learn from 
the Report that the Directors have 
reason to believe this jndgnjent was 
in perfect conformity with the opi- 
nion of the highest legal authorities 
in the United States. The decision 
was no sooner known, than every A- 
merican flag which covered the Slave- 
Trade disappeared 

" The course which has since been 
pursued by the Citizens of the United 
States embarking in this trade, has 
been» to call at some Spanish or 
Portuguese port ; there to obtain fic- 
titious bills of sale, and other papers, 
which might serve to disguise the real 
ownership.— This practise, however, 
to which 'on the first view, tlie case 
of the Amedie did not seem to apply, 
and which it was apprehended might 
be carried to an extent almost inde- 
finite, has happily received a deci- 
sive check by a judgment recently 
pronounced by Sir \Vm. Scott, in the 
High Court of Admiralty, in the case 
of a vessel called the Fortuna." 

The Society is in correspondence 
with the Society for abolishing Sla- 
very and the Slave-trade in the Uni- 
ted States; by means of which it 
has communicated to the American 
government such information as it 
has acquired concerning the carry- 
ing on of the Slave-trade by Ameri- 
can citizens. In consequence of 
these presentations, the President, 
in his Message to Congress, at the 
opening of the session in the month 
of November, 1810, took occasion 
to recommend the subject to the 
American legislature. 

During the past year, a treaty of 
alliance has been concluded between 
the British government and the 
court of the Brazils; in which the 
Prince Kegent of PortugaJ " engages 
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that his subjects shall not be per- 
oiitted to carry on tlie slave-iiaile 
on any part of the coast of Africa, 
init actually belonging to iiis Royal 
Highness' dominions, in which that 
trade had been discontinued and a- 
bandoned by the powers and states 
of Kurope, which formerly traded 
there." — " What may be the gene- 
lal feeling in Spain and Spanish 
America, on this subject, tiie direc- 
tors have had no means of accurately 
ascertaining. — In the Caraccas, a pro- 
vince in which there are more slave- 
owners than in any oi her Spanish co- 
lony, Cuba excepted, one of the first 
acts of the junta, which has recently 
assumed the yirovincial government, 
bas been to prohibit the African 
slave-trade. Considering the sup- 
posed prejudices of the American 
colonists, and the interests which 
they conceive to be involved in the 
slave-trade, the directors are dispo- 
■ed to view this proceeding as indi- 
cating a much more favourable spirit, 
in regard to this subject, than they 
could have conceived to exist in these 
colonies. The province of the Ca- 
raccas, it must be owned, from the 
peculiar state of its present rela- 
tions to the mother country, does 
not afTord a decisive test of the ge- 
neral disposition of the inhabitants 
of Spanish America. But the ex- 
ample of any proscription of the 
slave-trade in the American colonies 
of 'Spain, however partial, and from 
whatever motive arising, cannot but 
be beneficial, in proportion, at least, 
as it removes the obstacles which 
might have arisen, in the minds of 
the Spanish government, to the 
Btirring at all of a subject, upon 
which it had been hitherto imagin- 
ed that the coloiiists would not bear 
any interference." 

A case of horrible barbarity is 
itaied in the Appendix to the report. 
We know not how to abridge it, and 
yet we feel it due to the cause of 

bi:le'.\st ma«. no. XLiii. 



humanity to lay before our readers a« 
instance of the outrages which are 
puisible in the British colonies. 

Edward Huggins, sen. esq. is aa 
eminent and prosperous planter ia 
the island of Nevis; the reputed 
owner of above 600 Negroes. He 
required of his slaves on one of his 
plantations to perform night work, 
which is both unusual and forbidden 
by law ; some of the unhappy crea- 
tures refused to obey his commands* 
He resolved on sigtial vengeance ; 
and not content with torturing his 
poor slaves, he resolved that the pub- 
lic market-place of Cbarlestowa 
should be the theatre of the dread- 
ful execution. Accordingly on the 
23d of Januarj', 1810, he went, at- 
tended by two of his sons on horse- 
back, with upwards of twenty of hi.s 
devoted victims, men and womcH, 
in custody of the drivers, through 
the streets of Charlestown, to the 
market-place ; and there proceeded 
to indulge his cruelty to the utmost* 
during more than two hours in open 
day, and in front of the court of 
justice. The negroes were succes- 
sively subjected to the lash ; that 
is, to a whip as long as a London 
carman's, with a wire Jash, inflicted 
upon the naked bodies of the victims, 
extended tbrcibly on the ground, with 
their faces downwards, " To one 
negro-man he gave, by the hands of 
expert drivers, no less than three 
hundred and sixty five lashes ; to 
another, one hundred and fifteen ; to 
a third, one hundred and sixty-live; 
to a fourth, two hundred and fifty- 
two; to a fifth, two hundred and 
twelve ; to a si.sth, one hundred and 
eighty-one ; to a seventh, one hun- 
dred and eighty-seven. To a woman, 
one hundred and ten ; to another, 
fifty-eight; to a third woman, ninety- 
seven ; to a fourth, two hundred and 
twelve; to a fifth, two huudred and 
ninety-one ; to a sixth, eighty-three, 
to another, «ij(hty nine ; aud to vk- 

H 
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various other women and men, va- 
rious other cruel measures of the 
same punishment." It appears that 
one of the women who was the most 
severely whipped, has died since 
the trial, or has siuce been disco- 
vered to be dead. Either this, or 
some other female siiiferer, cried 
out during the whipping, that she 
■was witli child, but was disregarded, 
and her punishment went on. One 
of the drivers, or executioners, was 
brother to one of the men whom he 
•was compelled to cut in pieces ! — At 
the time this tragedy was acting, 
there were no less than seven magis- 
trates in Cbarlestown ; four of them 
within henring of the lash; and two 
of the four Reverend pluralists .', — The 
House of Assembly at Nevis, how- 
ever, shocked at the report of this 
afiair, resolved to make it the sub- 
ject of legal investigation; publicly 
declaring their abhoirence of it. Aft 
indictment was preferred and found 
agair.st Huggins, and the facts as 
here stated were fully proved, and 
indeed not disputed on the part of 
the defendant : yet, after a short 
deliberation, the jury brought in a 
verdict of Not Guilty ! Emboldened 
by this verdict, f^uggins prosecuted 
the printer of the Gazette of the 
island of St. Christopher, for insert- 
ing in his paper the resolutions of 
the Nevis assembly, sent to him by 
the assembly jtself ; and the printer 
Was found guilty of a libel, and sen- 
tenced to a month's imprisonment, 
and to find bail to keep the peace for 
three years ! In a letter to Gover- 
nor Elliot, from J. W. Tobin, esq. 
of Nevis, Huggins is accused of va- 
rious negro-murders. — Full accounts 
of this man's conduct have been 
transmitted to the Government ; and 
the Earl of Liverpool has instructed 
Governor Elliot to degrade the ma- 
gistrates who witnessed, without in- 
terference, the cruelties in the mar 
ket place of Cbarlestown, and to 



inquire into, and report, any other 
instances of mal-administration in 
the islands. 

" In the Island of TVinidada, some- 
thing has been done to meliorate the 
condition of the slaves, merely by- 
adhering to the wholesome provi- 
sions of the Spanish Slave code, 
which forms, according to the ar- 
ticles of capitulation, the law of the 
island, but which had entirely fal- 
len into disuse, since the colony 
came itito our possession. The be- 
neficial nature of this code may be 
inferred from the following brief 
sketch of its principal regulations. 

" It secures to slaves the right to 
redeem themselves, at a fair price, 
and gives the judge a power to de- 
prive an inhuman master of all his 
slaves. It gives a right to the slave 
to have a weekly portion of his time 
for his own , benefit, and very ma- 
terially restrains the master's power 
of punishment. It gives freedom to 
every female slave who has cohabi- 
ted wiiii her. master; and in failure 
of lawful children, the illegitimate 
offspring, of whatever colour,- may, 
after any act of acknowledgnnut 
by the father, inherit his property, 
and succeed to the mother's without 
any such act." 

" At Sierra Leone, the number 
of children vvho are enjoying the 
benefits of education, are stated to 
be between two and three hundred. 
A most liberal ofier has lately been 
made to the Directors, by the in- 
stitution for promoting the British 
system of education. The com- 
mittee of which institution has un- 
dertaken to provide with board and 
lodging, free of expense, at the 
Royal Free School in the borough 
of Southwark, two African youths 
to be selected by the Directors ; Mr. 
Joseph Lancaster having agreed to 
superintend their instruction, and 
to qualify them for schooiinasters— 
The Directors have accepted this 
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offer, and have taken the necessary 
measures for carrying the plan into 
execution." 

Abstracts of the Acts of Parlia- 
ment, orders in Council, and judg- 
ments of prize-courts, relating to the 
abolition, have been industriously 
circulated by the Society, through- 
out the British navy. 

The property of the inst-twtion is 
on the increase; it amounted on 
the 31st of December 1810, to 
£A9S6 9s. lOd 

For the Belfast Monthlj/ Magazine. 

ON EDUCATION. 

"THERE is a fashion in public 
sentiment. At one time the thea- 
tre, harp societies, and the new aca- 
demical institution take their turn 
to occupy the tleeiing enthusiasm ' of 
the day. Iv'ow the instruction of the 
poorer classes under the Lancasterian 
system comes in for its little hour of 
engrossing public attention. This 
is certainly more laudable than many 
of the frivolous pursuits of fashion, 
and if steadily persevered in, may do 
much good. But I am afraid of the 
fickleness of fashion in its giddy 
whirl interfering to withdraw .public 
attention from this subject. To fa- 
cilitate and cheapen the modes of 
communicating injitniction in read- 
ing, .vvriting, and arithmetic, is a 
plan alike recommended by bene- 
volence and the soundest policy. 
These useful branches of instruction 
have been compared to forming roads 
through an uncultivated country, 
which tend most essentially to the 
civili:ia>ion of the inhabitants. So 
with regard to individuals, this kind 
of instruction may materially contrU 
bute to enable them to proceed ia 
the journey of life to the acquisitions 
of higher attainments ia the grade 
of intellectual civilization. Some 
are afraid of instructing the poor, 
\eat they shuuld puuer uuderstaiMl 



their rights. I am an ardent advo> 
cate for this instruction, hecause I am 
persuaded, that the more fully a 
man understands his rights, if he 
also understand and practise- his 
duties, he becomes a more valuable 
citizen and is better fitted to support 
his proper rank in society. 

Bui while education, in is some de- 
gree, the fashion of the day, I am 
desirous to turn public attention to 
look at home, and to urge parents to 
see how their r'?spective fefmilies aie 
educated. 1 address myself to the 
classes of society above the lowest, 
and from these to the higher ranks. 

I happened to pass through the 
streets of Belfast lately, about the 
hour of ten in the morning, and my 
attention was engaged by s.eeing so 
many children hastening ia every 
direction to their respective schools. 
Viewed superficially, this was a 
pleasing sight. But when I consider- 
ed the subject more attentively, I 
fe;ired much was wanting iu the 
system of education, and, much WAS 
defective in parental vigilance on 
this subject. Many parents think 
they discharge their duty by send- 
ing their children to school, without 
scarcely sutlering a thought to oc- 
cupy their attention, whether the 
school to which they consign their 
cliihlren, and the probability of their 
future improvement, is the most suit- 
able. Various are the motives of 
the preference. Some send to the 
nearest. Others because i heir friends 
send their children. Sonte select a 
school on one motive of fashion or 
prejudice, and others on another. 

Immersed in business, or in plea- 
sure, many parents will not take 
time to exaiiiiiie minutely, and form 
a correct judgment as to the most 
suitable motives for preference; but 
submit the most important trust 
of forming the infant mind almost to 
the chance of accident. A super- 
ficial maan<!r of taking matt«ri) ou 



